                                         NON-FINITE VERBS
Non-finite verbs are verb forms that do not show tense or person. They can't function as the main verb of a sentence. There are three main types of non-finite verbs: gerunds, infinitives, and participles.

1. Gerund:
 A gerund is a verb form that functions as a noun in a sentence.
· It is created by adding "-ing" to the base form of a verb (e.g., "walking," "swimming," "reading").
· Gerunds are used to name an action or activity, often as the subject or object of a sentence.
· They can also be used as the object of a preposition (e.g., "She is good at singing."). 
Structure:
· Gerunds are verb forms ending in “-ing” that function as nouns. (V1+-ing)

Examples:
1. Walking is good exercise. (Here, "walking" is the subject of the sentence, functioning as a noun.)
2. I enjoy reading books. (Here, "reading" is the direct object of the verb "enjoy," functioning as a noun.)

 Functions of gerunds:
1. As the subject of a sentence: Gerunds can serve as the subject of a sentence.
Example: Swimming is a good exercise. 
Giving is better than receiving. 
Seeing is believing. 
2. As the object of a verb: Gerunds can be the direct object of a verb.
Example: I like reading poetry.
Stop writing. 
I could not help laughing.
Don’t give up trying.

3. Object of preposition (After prepositions): Gerunds often follow prepositions.
Example: She is good at singing.
I am fond of catching fish. 
I am tired of writing. 
They are punished for telling a lie.

4. As an object of possession: Gerunds can show that something belongs to someone.
Example: I appreciate his helping me.

5. By + Gerund: 
Example:
By eating a balanced diet, you can live well. 
By drinking milk, you can get vitamins. 
By being curious, he can learn many things. 

6. Without + Gerund: 
Without working hard, you cannot success.


Exercise 1
Identify the gerund in each sentence and state whether it is used as a Subject or an Object.
1. Reading improves our vocabulary. 
2. My brother enjoys playing football every evening. 
3. Swimming is a healthy form of exercise. 
4. The children finished cleaning the classroom before lunch. 
5. Gardening gives my grandmother great joy. 
6. She avoided answering the difficult question. 
7. Painting requires patience and creativity. 
8. We discussed planning the annual school picnic. 
9. Walking in the morning keeps you fit. 
10. The students love learning through educational games.

Answer Key
1. Reading – Subject
2. Playing – Object
3. Swimming – Subject
4. Cleaning – Object
5. Gardening – Subject
6. Answering – Object
7. Painting – Subject
8. Planning – Object
9. Walking – Subject
10. Learning – Object

